
 

 
 

AVID Course Syllabus 2019-2020 
Mrs. Dell Tamblyn 

dtamblyn@dickinsonisd.org; 281-309-3664; room E182 
 
Course Description:  The AVID Elective (Advancement Via Individual Determination) teaches students critical-thinking 
skills for success in rigorous academic curriculum.  AVID Students have great potential and generally fit into one or more 
of the following categories: 

 Middle to high academic range 

 A desire and willingness to succeed in college prep and Pre-AP/AP courses 

 A desire to go to a higher institution of learning upon graduation from high school 

 Individual determination to be successful in each of their scheduled classes 
 

AVID students receive instruction in Writing, Inquiry, Collaboration, Organization and Reading (WICOR) strategies that 

are necessary for academic success.  In-class tutoring sessions are part of the AVID elective to support student success in 

all the student’s classes.  Field trips to colleges/universities and other venues of interest/suitability are also part of the 

curriculum.  Pre-approval, student agreement (attached) and maintaining eligibility are required.   

Class Rules: 
1. Bring ALL materials/supplies and ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE in classroom activities. 
2. Follow ALL classroom policies and procedures. 
3. Be a POSITIVE team member by doing your job and allowing others to do theirs. 
4. RESPECT others, yourself, and classroom materials. 
5. Use electronic devices ONLY when instructed to do so.  

 
Consequences for not following Class Rules: 

1. Non-verbal signal/proximity/”the look”  
2. Verbal Signal 
3. Seat change in your classroom/time out in classroom 
4. Private conversation  
5. Time out to complete reflection/parent contact  
6. Discipline referral  

 
AVID Required Supplies:       AVID Recommended Supplies:  Appreciated Donations: 

1. 3” binder     1.  Highlighters    1.  Hand sanitizer 
2. Student Planner   2.  Calculator    2.  Tissue 
3. 2 or more pens    3.  Sticky notes    3.  Packages of Pencils 
4. 2 or more pencils    4.  Dictionary/Thesaurus  4.  Expo markers 
5. Notebook paper 
6. Dividers for notebook (at least 8) 
7. Zipper pencil pouch for supplies 

Course Requirement:  In addition to proper class attendance, preparation, and completing all necessary activities, each 
student must:   

1. Maintain an organized binder 
2. Maintain a daily planner 
3. Bring 2 higher-order questions to each tutorial session (Tues & Thurs) from their core academic classes 

mailto:dtamblyn@dickinsonisd.org


AVID Learning Outcomes:    AVID develops, refines, and utilizes higher level writing, inquiry, collaboration, organization 
and reading (WICOR) strategies in order to achieve optimal outcomes in critical thinking, learning, and retention of 
academic material. 

1. Students will use various note-taking strategies to increase comprehension and retention of course material. 
2. Students will use organization and time management strategies to successfully navigate curriculum. 
3. Students will possess a strong work ethic and set personal, academic, and professional goals. 
4. Students will engage in college and career research to make informed post-secondary decisions. 

 
Student Learning Goals:   

 Academic success in college preparatory courses. 

 Enrollment in college preparatory courses throughout middle and high school to ensure enrollment in a four-
year college or university upon graduation. 

 
 Grading and 

Participation: 

 

 

Participation in AVID requires an application and approval and is therefore an honor.  AVID students will attend every 

class, prepared with all class materials; this includes binder, supplies, class assignments, homework, resources and 

papers.  Additionally, they should demonstrate the following collegiate behaviors: 

 Individual determination and personal responsibility for their learning 

 Commitment to work hard, even when the work is hard 

 Taking and interacting with class notes and writing and reflecting to clarify thinking 

 Organizing all academic work 

 Consistently collaborating with peers and instructional staff in a positive manner 

 Demonstrating active listening, paying attention, and asking appropriate questions in all classes 

 Self-advocacy by seeking help when necessary 

 Reflecting on why and how what they are learning in class is relevant to their lives 

AVID students are required to take at least one Pre-AP academic class, and are expected to maintain a 75 or higher, and 

conduct of Satisfactory or higher in all academic classes. 

Late/Make-up Work Policy: Students are expected to obtain and make up missed assignments after absences.  If the 

student has questions, he/she should plan to attend tutorials before or after school.   

Restroom Passes:  Students should use the restroom during the time between classes.  The school distributes a limited 

number of hall passes to each student each month for use in emergency restroom situations at their discretion.   

Remind 101:  Every student should be a part of the Remind 101 class in order to stay up-to-date with deadlines and 

classroom information.  Parents are also invited to subscribe.  Please see the attached letter for instructions. 

Cell Phones/Electronic Devices:  Cell phones and other electronic devices may only be used at the discretion of the 
teacher.  Students should make sure electronic devices are OFF and not visible while walking in the hallways, when 
entering class, and during class.  If electronic devices will be used for educational purposes, I will clearly announce my 
desire for them to be ready when class starts. 

Note from Mrs. Tamblyn:  In this class, you will be asked to reach deeper levels of learning and understanding in all of 
your classes.  It will be challenging, engaging and rewarding! My goal is to help you be the best version of yourself so 
that you will be successful in life.  I feel blessed to be your teacher and look forward to working with you and your 
parents/guardians to help you meet and exceed your goals.  If your parent/guardian needs to reach me, my contact info 
is on the front of this paper.  It’s going to be a GREAT year! 

Summative Assessments (Tests, Projects, Other Major Assignments, etc.) 45% 

Formative Assessments (Daily Work, Classwork, Homework, Binder Checks, 
Tutorial Request Forms, etc.) 

55% 



MIDDLE SCHOOL AVID STUDENT AGREEMENT: 

Please sign below showing that you have read the AVID Course Syllabus for Mrs.Tamblyn (AVID elective) and understand the 

expectations, class procedures and AVID Student Responsibilities and Parent/Guardian support roles (shown below). 

_________________________________         _______________ _________________________________ 

Student Name (printed)    Nickname (if any) Student Signature 

 

_________________________________    _________________________________ 

Parent Name (printed)        Parent Signature 

   

As an AVID Student, I agree to the following Responsibilities: 

 I will maintain at least a 2.0 GPA and satisfactory citizenship and attendance in all classes or will be placed on a 

probation contract. 

 I will maintain enrollment in college preparatory classes. 

 I will maintain an AVID three-ring binder (with calendar/planner, focused notes, assignments in all classes, and TRFs) 

 I will be an active learner, be prepared for all classes with all assigned work completed, take focused notes daily, and 

be an active participant in all activities. 

 I will complete all homework assignments (commit to at least two hours of homework every night). 

 I will participate in AVID tutorials at least twice a week.  I will come to AVID class prepared for tutorial session with 

the TRF pre-work completed, AVID binder with focused notes, and textbooks.  I will use critical thinking, inquiry, and 

collaboration with my classmates to create greater understanding about my point of confusion. 

 I will participate in AVID field trips and activities. 

I agree to accept enrollment in the AVID Elective class, which will offer me academic support.  I want to succeed, and I 

understand that I must take individual responsibility for my own success.  I agree to remain in the AVID Elective class for at 

least one school year.  I understand that I will be allowed to remain in AVID only if I meet the student responsibilities detailed 

within this agreement. 

 

As an AVID Student’s Parent/Guardian, I will support my child by: 

 Partnering with the AVID Elective teacher through regular communication and attendance at parent/guardian meetings. 

 Monitoring my child’s academic process to ensure that he/she is on track for meeting the grade and course 

requirements to remain in AVID and in line for the successful completion of college eligibility requirements. 

 Checking for an organized binder with planner, content class focused notes and Tutorial Request Forms weekly. 

 Encouraging opportunities to take rigorous courses, complete college prep/entrance exams, and participate in 

community service, extracurricular activities, and leadership opportunities. 

 In addition, I would like to volunteer for the following: 

Area(s) of Involvement: 

___Chaperoning a Field Trip  ___Helping with Events 

___Being a Guest Speaker or Offering a Recommendation for a Guest Speaker: _________________ 

___Attending Site Team Meetings ___Helping Plan Parent/Guardian Workshops 

I have / have not (please circle one) signed up for Remind 101. (See attached instructions.) 

 

Primary Address:  _____________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian #1 Name: __________________________________ Relationship to Student: ______________________ 

Home Phone: ___________  Cell Phone:  ____________  Work Phone:  _____________ Email: _______________________ 

Parent/Guardian #2 Name: __________________________________ Relationship to Student: _____________________ 

Home Phone: ___________  Cell Phone:  ____________  Work Phone:  _____________ Email: _______________________ 

How does your student access the internet? (Please circle one)    Computer at home       Phone at home         Other: 


